Housing Development
Survey Results
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

What does the evidence tell us?

•

87% of residents favour development of brownfield sites.

•

56% of residents would like to see development within existing
settlements.

•

86% of residents only want development that is sympathetic with the
rural character of the Parish.

•

73% of residents support defining and preserving settlement
boundaries.

•

The majority of residents believe that we should prioritise affordable housing,
2 / 3 bedroom houses and housing designed for the elderly.

•

92% of residents wish to protect views of and from the Chilterns AONB.

•

80% support minimising noise and pollution during development.
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What does the evidence tell us?
• During the period 2006-2015 extensions were by far the most common form of housing development which took place in the parish.
• During the same period the net increase of the parish housing stock amounted to some 40 houses, or an average of 4 new houses
per year. West’s Yard (which is under development) will add another 42 houses (for a total of 8 houses per year).
• The parish is likely to need to maintain this “historical growth rate” for the duration of the Neighbourhood Plan to ensure that all parts
of such a large parish (total size 2,716.55 hectares or some 10.5 square miles) can accommodate local housing needs.

Possible Objectives of the Plan
•

Ensure that development of the sort of housing required by the parish can take place by:
 Identifying settlements in the parish and promoting development within their
boundaries.
 Encouraging the use of existing developed land.

•

Protect the rural character of the parish by:
 Discouraging development in the open countryside.
 Making sure that the scale and concentration of new housing is sympathetic to the
character.
 Ensuring that the views of and from the AONB are protected from inappropriate
development.
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What issues should the Plan address?
•

In identifying and agreeing on settlement boundaries, the aim is to draw a boundary around an area
(the settlement) (i) within which it may be easier to obtain planning permission for new buildings
and new uses of land and (ii) outside of which (the countryside) development is more strictly
controlled.
 What is the “best available practice” (methodology) for identifying settlements and drawing
their boundaries in our parish? The parish only has a few built-up areas but has a large
number of small scale and dispersed hamlets and farmsteads.
 When the methodology is applied, what are the areas in our parish which could become
settlements and what are their boundaries?

•

Policies for residential development –
 What type of development should take place within the settlement boundaries?
 What type of development should take place in the countryside?
 Are the current Wycombe District Council policies sufficient to deliver the type of development
we want or does the Neighbourhood Plan need to add parish-specific policies?

Note
•
•

At present, only Bledlow Ridge and the conservation area of Bledlow have defined boundaries.
The boundaries of the Bledlow Ridge settlement are discussed in Display Area 6.
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Bledlow

The methodology set up below …
1.

Does the area have more than 35 buildings,
include at least 2 key local facilities and give the
sense of entering a settlement?

2.

Can clear boundaries be identified?

3.

Does the development included within the
boundaries relate better to the built form of the
settlement than to the countryside?

4.

Does the settlement and its boundaries conform
to the strategy set by Bucks County for the
management of the “Landscape Character
Areas” the area is part of?

Has yielded these results …

•
•
•

South Saunderton

Pitch Green

Rout’s Green
(Bledlow Ridge)
Saunderton
Shootacre

The maps with the draft settlement boundaries are on the table.
Please let us know your views on the proposed main boundaries (orange line) and a few expansion options (purple line).
On the table you will also find the full details of the methodology used to identify the proposed settlements and their
boundaries.
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General principles
All development –
 Must achieve high standards of energy efficiency and be designed for mobility access.
 Must limit the impact of light pollution from artificial externally visible light sources.
 Which includes 2-3 bedroom homes and/or homes designed for the elderly will be encouraged.
The Parish Council –
 Will monitor the development of the National Planning Policy Framework consultation on starter homes in the Green Belt
to assess the applicability of its outcomes to the parish and take the necessary steps.
 Following the adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan, will undertake a specific housing need survey and, based on its
outcomes, take the necessary steps in order to develop a parish-specific approach to affordable housing.

Principles for development within settlements
 The settlement boundary represents the limit for development and new housing should follow the existing building line.
 The layout, scale and form of any development must be compatible with the prevailing existing density of the settlement.
 Extensions/Replacements of existing houses are allowed within the parameters defined by Wycombe District Council.
 Infill is permissible when it is sited in a gap in an otherwise continuous built up frontage (typically suitable for no more
than 4/5 houses).
Principles for development outside settlements
 Extensions/Replacements of existing houses are allowed within the parameters defined by Wycombe District Council.
 No backland development will be allowed. Redevelopment of semi-permanent and insubstantial buildings such as sheds
will not be permitted unless ancillary to the main dwelling.
 Brownfield development could be permitted unless the remains of the existing structure have substantially disappeared
into the landscape in the process of time or on land occupied by semi-permanent and insubstantial buildings.
 Infilling of small gaps which are capable of accommodating no more than 1 or 2 houses may be acceptable provided that
the development will not result in a significant material change to the character of the area.
 No extension to existing ribbon development will be allowed.
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